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HELLO!

COMMUNICATION
Palya xin chào

Acknowledgement
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All Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

are advised that this presentation may contain 

images or voices of deceased persons.

Everyone is welcome in this webinar. We want 

you to feel that it is ok to be authentically 

yourself. 

Please let us know if there is anything we can do 

that helps to include you in the webinar.

Everyone is welcome to use their own strategies 

to help them engage and to participate 

effectively. 
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This initiative is funded by the Australian Government Department of Education through the
Helping Children with Autism package. The views expressed within this website do not
necessarily represent the views of the Australian Government or the Australian
Government Department of Education.

Positive Partnerships is delivered by Autism Spectrum Australia (Aspect).

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution
4.0 International License. Copyright Australian Government
Department of Education, Skills and Employment
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Rachael Dillon

Facilitator

Facilitator

Welcome

Karen Mackenzie

Webinars

• A recording of the webinar will be sent 
out in the week following

• To chat, please make sure your 
messages are going to ‘Everyone’ and 
not just the presenters
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Have you registered through our website (not Zoom) for this 
webinar? If not, please go onto our website and do so now. 

This will ensure you receive a certificate.

Registration remains open for 1 Hour after the webinar 
finishes. 

www.positivepartnerships.co
m.au

Who are you?

How old are the young 
people you are 
supporting? 
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Explore what 
communication is and 
the different ways 
people on the autism 
spectrum communicate 

Ola!

Consider the 
importance of being a 
communication partner 

HELLO?

Identify how effective 
communication supports 
the young person to feel 
connected and belong by 
making the interactions 
engaging and enjoyable 

Identify where you 
can seek support

? ?

Session intentions

COMMUNICATION?
What isHi! Merhaba

Explore what communication is
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Explore what communication is

Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC) aids communication

High tech AAC can be a speech generating 
device

Low tech AAC can be visuals or pictures

Expressive 
communication

Sending a 
message

Receptive 
communication

Understanding 
a message

Explore what communication is
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Communication 
partner

Effective communication 
is a two way process

Explore what communication is

Reason to 
communicate

Communication process

Requesting

Rejecting or protesting 

Social connection 

Sharing interests, opinions 
and information 

Explore what communication is
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Regulation and 
engagement

Emotional regulation and 
the level of engagement 
with the communication 
partner are important for 
effective communication. 

Communication process

Encoding the 
communication

Encoding is when we 
turn our thoughts into 
communication. 

Communication process
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Communicating

Communication process

Ways to 
communicate

Non-speaking
Uses other forms of 

communication, such as 
Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC), body 

language & gestures

Speaking
Very articulate, needs support  

with social communication

Explore the different ways people on the 
autism spectrum communicate
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Body or face

Explore the different ways people on the 
autism spectrum communicate

Key word sign
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Pictures/
Symbols

Speech 
Generating 
Device
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Voice

Emma

Explore the different ways people on the 
autism spectrum communicate
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Emma

Explore the different ways people on the 
autism spectrum communicate

Knowing the young person
Consider the importance of being 
a communication partner
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Communication continuum
Consider the importance of being 
a communication partner

Preintentional Intentional Symbolic

Juice

Show you when they are happy?

How do they?
Let you know when something has upset them?

Share their interests with you?

Respond when you tell or ask them something?

Let you know what they need or want?

How do they share fun and enjoyment with you?
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Your role is 
important 

Consider the importance of being a 
communication partner

Receptive 
communication 

Autism &
communication

Expressive 
communication

Echolalia

Prosody

Consider the importance of being 
a communication partner
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Receptive 
communication 

Autism &
communication

Expressive 
communication

Echolalia

Consider the importance of being 
a communication partner

Receptive 
communication 

Autism &
communication

Expressive 
communication

Echolalia

Prosody

Consider the importance of being 
a communication partner
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Receptive 
communication 

Autism &
communication

Expressive 
communication

Literal 
language

Echolalia

Prosody

Consider the importance of being 
a communication partner

Literal understanding of 
language
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Receptive 
communication 

Autism & 
communication

Expressive 
communication

Literal 
language

Echolalia

Prosody

When speech is 
not accessiblePragmatics

Pragmatics
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Receptive 
communication 

Autism & 
communication

Expressive 
communication

Pragmatics

Social 
communication 

Literal 
language

Echolalia

Prosody

When speech is 
not accessible

Social 
communication

Starting and maintaining 
conversations

1
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Social 
communication

appropriate context 
for conversation 

topics

2

Social
communication

developing 
two-way 

conversations

3
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Social 
communication

meaning of abstract 
and colloquial 

language 

4

Social 
communication

unspoken social 
rules and hidden 

curriculum 

5
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Receptive 
communication 

Autism & 
communication

Expressive 
communication

Pragmatics

Social 
communication 

Literal 
language

Echolalia

Prosody

When speech is 
not accessible

Consider the importance of being 
a communication partner

Feeling connected and belonging
Identify how effective communication supports the 
young person to feel connected, by making the 
interactions engaging and enjoyable
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Impact of when we don’t 
support communication

Janelle  
….

Identify how effective communication supports the 
young person to feel connected, by making the 
interactions engaging and enjoyable
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The Planning Tool
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Seek support
Identify where you can seek support

Resources
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Some other 
resources

Resources

Twitter @PosPartnerships

LinkedIn positive partnerships

pinterest.com.au/
PositivePartnershipsAustralia/

positivepartnerships.com.au

facebook.com/PositivePartnershipsAU

Instagram @positivepartnerships
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Upcoming webinars

Feedback
& Questions

http://tiny.cc/PP‐onlinefeedback


