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This initiative is funded by the Australian Government Department of Education through the
Helping Children with Autism package. The views expressed within this website do not
necessarily represent the views of the Australian Government or the Australian
Government Department of Education, Skills and Employment.

Positive Partnerships is delivered by Autism Spectrum Australia (Aspect).

This work is licensed under a Creative Cammons Attribution
4.0 International License. Copyright Australian Government
Department of Education, Skills and Employment
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Webinars

o

A recording of the webinar will be
available on our Online Learning
Hub

To chat, please make sure your
messages are going to ‘Everyone’
and not just the presenters

attending?

In what capacity are you

How much do you know
about sensory processing?

\

=

@ positive
partnerships




Understanding sensory processing

g
<Q
N>

Explore sensory
processing
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Consider the differences
diverse learners,
including those on the
autism spectrum, may
experience with
processing information
from their senses

Identify how sensory
processing differences
may impact on the daily
lives of individuals and

those around them
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Touch Smell
- Proprioception
Vision (Sense of body in space)
Gustato .

(Oral sensatingns) Vestibular (Balance)

Interoception

Hearing (Sense of internal
body signals)

What do you
think sensory
processing is?
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Sensory
processing
iSIIII

The way the brain receives, processes and
responds to information from the senses.

Dunn, 1997

What role \ )
does sensory (=

- \"
processing ’ oY
play in our life? o£
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What are the
impacts of
sensory
processing
differences?

What can
sensory
processing

differences
feel like?

Adapted from ‘Spectrum: A Story of the Mind’ § pesiive
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What can
sensory
processing
differences UNDERSTANDING

feel Iike? IS KEY TO UNDERSTANDING

Adapted from ‘Spectrum: A Story of the Mind’ Sl L A

What can
sensory
processing
differences
feel like?

Adapted from ‘Spectrum: A Story of the Mind’ B s
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What can
sensory
processing
differences
feel like?

Adapted from ‘Spectrum: A Story of the Mind’
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We all have a metaphorical cup
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Registration

Sensory
Sensitive

—

Under sensitive

Sensory
Seeking

H

Over sensitive

Sensory
Avoiding

Dunn, 2014
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Registration

Sensory Seeking

Under sensitive profiles

g

Over sensitive

"*f

Sensory
Sensitive

Over sensitive profiles

Sensory
Avoiding

Dunn, 2014
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Tactile
(Touch)

Visual
(sight)
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Gustatory
(oral
sensations)

Auditory
(hearing)
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Olfactory
(smell)

Proprioception
(sense of body
in space)
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Vestibular
(balance
and
movement)

Interoception
(sense of
internal body
signals)
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Sensory
processing
and context

Sensory strategies tool

Under sensitive observations [ | Over sensitive observations vl Possible strategies

‘A lot feels like a little’ o ‘A little feels like a lot’ = 9

e.g. Sam gets out of his chair to touch the e.g. While the teacher is reading, Sam is given a small whiteboard to
whiteboard when the teacher is reading. draw on while he listens to the teacher.

Tactile ‘[b
(Touch)

Visual

(Sight) dfj

Gustatory )
(Oral Sensations)™ ~

Vestibular ?f
(Movement)

oy )
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Proprioception‘.}/\&:a
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Interoception
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Sensory
processing
module

Activity time - Undersensitive O

© Match the under sensifive characteristics to their sense.

1. Seeks light hugs or squeezes between
furniture

2. Moves constantly

3. May want fo explore a range of textures

4. May love loud places
5. Might seek out strong odours

Smell
Sound Processing
Touch

@ Vision
&3« Proprioception
& Vestibular

W Gustatory

6. May chew on clothing, pens, toys

7. May look at objects for a long time
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Positive Partnerships

For Parents & Carers

Online Learning H

Wnatis Auism  Resources = Workshops and Oniine Learning = About us =

Gat in touch

\

pinterest.com.au/
PositivePartnershipsAustralia/
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Upcoming webinars
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