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Supporting Learning
at Home  
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Reflect on the teaching skills 
families have as first educators of 
their children 

Discuss the importance of 
communication between 
home and school 

Supporting learning at home

Explore and share strategies that 
can support learning in the home 
environment  

Consider the principals of 
structured teaching, universal 
design and visible learning 

The diversity 
of autism

School – 17% 

Home – 83% 

If a child attends school 
fulltime for 12 months, 
what percentage of that 
time are they at home 
and what percentage of 
that time are they at 
school? 

Families are the first 
educators

(Pushor, 2015)

Learning new 
skills

Executive functions are a set of 
mental skills that include: 

• Difficulty with executive function can make it hard to 
do a range of things including;

- focusing, follow directions, start or finish 
tasks, switch focus and handle emotions.

Planning, organising, working memory 
and attention sequencing, flexible 
thinking, starting and staying on task 
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Teaching life skills

Strengths and interests  

Use special interests to promote 
engagement and increase 
motivation 

Use an interest or 
reinforcement inventory to 
gather more information 

Use a preferred activity as a 
reward for completing a 
non-preferred activity 

Structured teaching

Create a 
structured 

and 
predictable 

environment

Clearly 
define tasks 

and 
expectations

Cater to the 
characteristics 
of the young 

person
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Creating structure 

First: Unpack bag & movement break
Then: Spelling city on the iPad with 
dad

10am: Zoom call into English 

Literacy Task: Use letters to 
make spelling words

Work stations Structured and predictable 
environments
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Clearly defining tasks

Choiceworks

Apps

Start – Finish 

3 2

How long will 
the task take? 

012345678910
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Use of 
technology

Trello

ED32

Making 
mistakes is 

proof that you 
are trying…

Making 
mistakes 

is OK!

The diversity 
of autism



Slide 22

ED32 Colloseum is spelt incorrectly
Emma Dresens, 9/06/2020



7

Engagement 

The Why –
stimulate interest 
and motivation 

for learning

Representa
tion 

The What –
present 

information 
and 

knowledge 
in different 

ways

Actio and 
expression

The How –the 
various ways 
young people  
can express 

what they know 

Universal Design for Learning
UDL   

Engagement 

The Why –
stimulate interest 
and motivation 

for learning

Representation 

The What –
present 

information and 
knowledge in 
different ways

Action and 
expression

The How –the 
various ways 
young people  
can express 

what they know 

Universal Design for Learning
UDL   

Resources

ED23

Visible 
learning 

Help them to understand 
what they are doing and why

Focus on effort not 
outcome

Encourage 
feedback 

The learner is 
at the centre 



Slide 27

ED23 great
Emma Dresens, 2/06/2020
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Five questions to consider when 
teaching your young person..

1. What am I teaching?

2. Why am I teaching it?

3. How will I teach it?

4. How will I know when my young person has 
learned it?

5. What’s next?

Sharratt and Fullan 2012

Five questions for your young person 
to consider while learning with you..

1. What am I learning?

2. How am I learning it?

3. How do I know I’ve learnt it?

4. How can I improve?

5. Where do I need help?

Sharratt and Fullan 2012

Resources

Home-school partnerships
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Student

Home-school partnership 
& the planning matrix

School

Home


