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Using the 
webinar 
tools

The 
picture 
can't be 
displayed.

#NB  Ensure you set your ‘chat 
box’ to “ALL panelists and 

attendees”

You can open the chat window and pop it 
on the side of your screen

Chat window

Type here to answer or ask a 
question and click enter

Where are you joining us 
from today?

The 
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can't be 
displayed
.
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can't be 
displayed
.
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can't be 
displayed
.
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.
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can't be 
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.
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can't be 
displayed
.

The picture 
can't be 
displayed.

Something about you…

In what capacity are you
attending?

Explore why 
students on the 
spectrum may 
need additional 

support

Identify strategies to 
prepare and support 

individuals on the 
spectrum

Plan for home school 
communication and 

collaboration 

Identify ways to 
support the mental 

health and 
wellbeing of young 

people on the 
spectrum

Session intentions
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What might impact 
the return to school?

Following rules

Enjoying the 
predictability 
of home

Increased 
anxiety in 
social 
situations

Taking 
language 
literally

What might impact 
the return to school?

Sensory
sensitivities

Time with 
preferred 
interests

Learning 
style

Preparing for the return to school
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1. Support understanding

Explain what they 
can do to keep safe 
and healthy

Provide information 
that is clear, 
accurate and direct 

JF66

1. Support understanding

Identify who they can 
talk to if they are 
worried or have 
questions. 

Keep them up-to-date 
with relevant changes 

Consider 
using visual 
supports

JF67

Resources

JF68
TN2



Slide 13

JF66 updated to reflect changes throughout 2020 and 2021
Jessica Feary, 30/09/2021

Slide 14

JF67 updated to reflect numerous transitions back to school after 
home learning periods.
Jessica Feary, 30/09/2021

Slide 15

JF68 may need updating
Jessica Feary, 30/09/2021

TN2 updated
Trish Nicoll, 30/09/2021
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2. Offer 
opportunities for 
expression

Consider how you can 
encourage them to 
express their feelings 
about returning to 
school

Reach out to the 
school/family to help 
answer questions 

Answer their questions 
and acknowledge their 
feelings

Resources

3. Prioritise coping 
and calming skills

Consider what helps 
them feel safe and 
comfortable 

Schedule opportunities to 
engage with these activities 
across the day, at school 
and home 
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Prioritise coping 
and calming skills

Maintain or establish 
physical activity 
routines 

Reduce demands and 
encourage them to 
have fun

Resources

4. Maintain 
routines

Consider which school 
and home routines 
can remain the same

Focus on sleep/wake 
and morning routines 
in preparation for 
returning to school 
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Resources https://www.positivepartnerships.com.au/resources/practical-tools-
information-sheets/returning-to-school-preparing-for-change
https://www.positivepartnerships.com.au/resources/practical-tools-
information-sheets/returning-to-school-preparing-for-change

Set clear expectations 
about what will 
happen

Use visual supports to 
assist with learning 
new routines

5. New routines
Consider what new 
routines will need to 
be developed

JF69

Resources

JF70
TN1



Slide 23

JF69 removed part about how they may not have had to wear a 
mask before- replaced that it might be a change for some
Jessica Feary, 30/09/2021

Slide 24

JF70 Can we promote Choiceworks? It isn't free anymore
Jessica Feary, 30/09/2021

TN1 removed
Trish Nicoll, 30/09/2021
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Inclusion Ed

Support them to 
rebuild relationships 
with staff and other 
students

Identify shared interests and 
experiences that can be used 
to build relationships. 

Consider how changes to 
school routines might 
impact on existing 
relationships

6. Foster connections

Resources
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Be aware of 
changing 
behaviours

Encourage healthy 
sleeping and eating 
habits

Reach out to support 
services if required 

Monitor and 
communicate 
any changes in 
behaviour

Resources

Home-school communication
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Planned and 
collaborative 
approach

Communication 
plan

Transition planning  
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Things to consider 

 Days attending 

 Times attending 

 Subjects that will be done at school

 Changes to the setup of classrooms 

 Changes to the structure of the day 

What break times will look like 

Ways in which the school is communicating about Covid-19 to the 
students

 Changes to the drop off and pick up 

 Expectations for the student for days not at school

Will subjects pick up from where remote learning has left or will there 
be revision

 Rough guide to what school envisions the next 4 weeks to look like in 
terms of days, times, classes etc. 

Individual planning
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Resources to support the
home-school partnership 

In summary

Final 
thoughts

JF18
JF39



Slide 39

JF18 Ally to add dialogue
Jessica Feary, 18/05/2020

JF39 Review if still relevant once other content is developed
Jessica Feary, 30/09/2020
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facebook.com/PositivePartnershipsAU

Twitter @PosPartnerships

LinkedIn positive partnerships

Instagram @positivepartnerships

pinterest.com.au/
PositivePartnershipsAustralia/

positivepartnerships.com.au


