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Acknowledgement 
We begin by acknowledging and paying our respects to the Traditional 
Custodians of the Country we meet on today. We pay tribute to them and 
their Elders, both past and present, and to future leaders. We welcome all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people here with us today.

Chat window

All attendees will be on mute

Using the 
webinar tools

You can open the chat window and pop it 
on the side of your screen

Type here to answer or ask a 
question and click enter

#NB  Ensure you set your ‘chat 
box’ to “ALL attendees and 

panellists”
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In what capacity are 
you attending?

What is the age of 
your child/children?

Som ething about you…

Explore why making and 
maintaining friendships 
can be difficult for our 
young people on the 

autism spectrum

Share strategies and 
ideas to support our 

young people in 
developing and 

maintaining friendships

Share the importance of 
working in partnership with 
your school to ensure our 

young people on the 
spectrum maintain safe and 

confident social networks

Explore additional 
resources and programs 
that support making and 
maintaining friends and 
issues around bullying 

Session intentions
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Someone who does 
their best to support you Someone you can trust and

who is patient with you

Someone whose company
you genuinely enjoy

Someone who is 
there to listen

What are 
the qualities 

of a good 
friend?

How many 
friends do 

I need?
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Podcast
Series

Passive
SOCIAL INTERACTION

Aloof Interested/Unusual

Non-Verbal VerbalCOMMUNICATION

Mild MarkedREPETITIVE BEHAVIOURS & RESTRICTED INTERESTS

Under Sensitive Over SensitiveSENSORY PROCESSING

INTELLECTUAL ABILITY/IQ
Severe GiftedModerate Mild Average

Visual Learner
INFORMATION PROCESSING/LEARNING STYLE

Hands On Detail Focused Rote Memory

The diversity of autism

Non-Verbal VerbalCOMMUNICATIONAloof Interested/Unusual

SOCIAL INTERACTION
PassiveUnder Sensitive Over SensitiveSENSORY PROCESSINGMild Marked

REPETITIVE BEHAVIOURS &
RESTRICTED INTERESTSVisual Learner Rote Memory

INFORMATION PROCESSING/
LEARNING STYLE

Hands On Detail FocusedSevere Gifted

INTELLECTUAL ABILITY/IQ

Moderate Mild Average
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The planning matrix
Communication Social Interactions Restricted interests & 

Repetitive behaviours
Sensory
Processing

Information
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The planning matrix
Social Interactions

Characteristics
1. Ethan is often alone, but has 

found one friend with the same 
interest in transformers. 

Impact
1. Ethan is often seen alone in the 

playground – sometimes 
comments he wishes he 
had friends 

Strategies
1. Investigate the option of starting 

a ‘transformer club’ one lunch 
time a week. 
Find other students with similar 
interest and advertise in school 
newsletter. 
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What are some strategies 
you are currently using? 

Practicing play by using 
toys to act out a scene

Practice turn taking

Role play how to 
join in a game Use visual prompts to help 

communicate feelings

Teach explicitly the rules of 
different social situations

Use visuals to teach what 
a friend is and is not

The importance of 
communication
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How can we work 
in partnership 
with our school 
to support young 
people socially 
and emotionally? 
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The 
Hidden Curriculum
Practical Solutions for Understanding 
Unstated Rules in Social Situations
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The Social Skills 
Picture Book

The Circles Program
Social Stories

Comic Strip 
Conversations

Visual 
Strategies
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Additional 
Visual Strategies
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CASEL 
(Collaborative for Academic, 

Social and Emotional Learning)

Aspect Launchpad
National Autistic Society

Stay Smart Online

CyberSmart

National Safe 
Schools Framework 
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facebook.com/PositivePartnershipsAU

positivepartnerships.com.au

Please take a moment 
to complete our survey

Final 
Thoughts or 
Questions


