
ܐ ܠܵܐ   ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ: ܬܘܼܢܵܝܹ̈
ܐ  ܐ ܘܫܪܵܖܹ̈ ܪܝܼܖܹ̈ ܫ�ܲ

ܒ̈ܪܹܐ ܐَܡܝܼܪܹܐ  ܒ̈ܪܹܐ ܐَܡܝܼܪܹܐ  ܝܼܢܵܐ ܚ�ܲ ܐ’’ ܝܼܢܵܐ ܚ�ܲ ܪܝܼܖܹ̈ ܐ ܠܵܐ ܫ�ܲ ܐܬܘܼܢܵܝܹ̈ ܪܝܼܖܹ̈ ܐ ܠܵܐ ܫ�ܲ ‘‘ܬܘܼܢܵܝܹ̈
ܝܬܘܼܬܵܐ.  ܐ ܕܒ�ܲ ܕܵܡܹ̈ ܕܪܹܫܵܐ ܡܼܢ ܗ�ܲ ܝܬܘܼܬܵܐ.ܚ�ܲ ܐ ܕܒ�ܲ ܕܵܡܹ̈ ܕܪܹܫܵܐ ܡܼܢ ܗ�ܲ ܚ�ܲ

ܠ ܝܘܼܠܦܵܢܵܐ )ܥܸܠܡܵܐ(  ܐ ܝܢܵܐ ܥ�ܲ ܠ ܝܘܼܠܦܵܢܵܐ )ܥܸܠܡܵܐ(  ܒܸܢܝܹ̈ ܐ ܝܢܵܐ ܥ�ܲ ܐ’’ ܒܸܢܝܹ̈ ܐܫܪܵܖܹ̈  ‘ ‘ܫܪܵܖܹ̈
ܘܒܘܼܨܵܝܵܐ ܐܵܣܝܵܝܵܐ. ܘܒܘܼܨܵܝܵܐ ܐܵܣܝܵܝܵܐ. 

ܪܝܼܪܵܐ   ܪܝܼܪܵܐܬܘܼܢܵܝܵܐ ܠܵܐ ܫ�ܲ ܫܪܵܪܵܐܫܪܵܪܵܐ ܬܘܼܢܵܝܵܐ ܠܵܐ ܫ�ܲ

ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܝܼܠܵܗܿ ܚܕܵܐ 
ܢܒܵܐ  ܢ ܬ�ܲ ܠܵܘܛܬܵܐ ܝ�ܲ

ܒܵܒ ܕܚܕܵܐ ܠܵܘܛܬܵܐ. ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ  ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܠܹܐ ܝܠܵܗܿ ܗܘܝܼܬܵܐ ܒܣ�ܲ
ܝܡܵܐ.  ܪܨܘܿܦܵܐ ܥܠ�ܲ ܕ ܦ�ܲ ܕ ܦܘܼܪܫܘܼܢܝܵܐ ܓܵܘ ܡܘܼܚܵܐ ܕܚ�ܲ ܝܼܠܵܗܿ ܚ�ܲ

ܪܘܸܣܝܼ ܒܣܢܵܕܬܵܐ  ܩܵܕَܡܵܐ ܘܓ�ܲ ܐ ܡܵܨܝܼ ܐܵܙܠܝَܼ ܠ�ܲ ܐ ܕܝܼܢܵܐ ܚܕܵܝܹ̈ ܐَܢܵܫܹ̈
ܪܬܵܐ.  ܝ�ܲ ܘܗ�ܲ

ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܝܼܠܵܗܿ ܗܘܝܼܬܵܐ 
ܐ ܒܵܒ ܕܛܘܼܥܵܡܹ̈ ܒܣ�ܲ

ܐ.  ܚ ܠܗܘܿܢ ܐܵܣܘܼܪܵܐ ܒܹܝܠ ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܘܛܘܼܥܵܡܹ̈ ܐ ܠܵܐ ܡܘܼܫܟܼܸ ܒܘܼܨܵܝܹ̈
ܐ ܕܒܹܐܡܵܪܵܐ ܝܢܵܐ ܕܐܝܼܬ ܐܵܣܘܼܪܵܐ ܒܹܝܠ�ܲܝܗܝ ܦܝܼܫܠܗܘܿܢ  ܐܵܢܝܼ ܡܠܘܿܐܹ̈

ܐ ܕܚܸܠܛܵܐ ܝܢܵܐ.   ܡܘܼܙܒܸܛܹ̈

ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܝܼܠܵܗܿ ܚܸܠܛܵܐ 
ܢ ܕܒܵܒܵܐ ܕܝܸܡܵܐ ܝ�ܲ

ܐ  ܫܵܐ ܬܵܘܠܕܵܢܹ̈ ܐ ܒܸܚܒܼܵ ܒܵܒ ܕܪܵܒܵܐ ܥܵܡܘܿܠܹ̈ ܐ ܒܣ�ܲ ܐ ܝܼܢܵܐ ܚܕܵܝܹ̈ ܐَܢܵܫܹ̈
ܕ  ܗܵܐ ܥܒܼܝܼܕܵܐ ܝܠܹܗ ܚ�ܲ ܒܼܵ ܕ ܐ�ܲ ܒܵܒ ܕܚ�ܲ ܚܕܘܼܪܵܐ، ܠܵܐ ܒܣ�ܲ ܐ( ܘܡ�ܲ )ܓ̰ܝܼܢܹ̈

ܡܸܢܕܝܼ ܚܸܠܛܵܐ.  

ܕ   ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܝܼܠܵܗܿ ܚ�ܲ
ܪܥܵܐ ܛܵܦܝܵܢܵܐ  ܡ�ܲ

ܐ  ܪܥܵܐ ܛܵܦܝܵܢܵܐ، ܐܝܼܢܵܐ ܡܸܢܝܵܢܵܐ ܕܐَܢܵܫܹ̈ ܕ ܡ�ܲ ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܠܹܐ ܝܼܠܵܗܿ ܚ�ܲ
ܐ ܕܐܝܼܬܠܗܘܿܢ ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܒܸܙܝܵܕܵܐ ܝܠܹܗ.  ܐ ܝܢܵܐ ܡܥܘܼܝܸܢܹ̈ ܕܦܝܼܫܹ̈

ܐ ܐܝܼܬܠܗܘܿܢ ܝܕܵܥܬܵܐ ܒܘܼܫ ܙܵܘܕܵܐ ܒܘܼܕ  ܐ ܘܐܵܣܝܹ̈ ܗܹ̈ ܒܼܵ ܐ�ܲ
ܐ  ܝܡܵܢܘܼܝܵܬܹ̈ ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܘܐܝܼܬܠܗܘܿܢ ܡܛܵܝܬܵܐ ܒܘܼܫ ܙܵܘܕܵܐ ܠܡܩ�ܲ

ܩܵܐ ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ. 

ܒܵܒ  ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܝܼܠܵܗܿ ܒܣ�ܲ
ܚܬܵܐ ܕܪܵܒܵܐ ܬܸܟܢܘܿܠܘܿܓ̰ܝܵܐ  ܦܠ�ܲ ܕܡ�ܲ
ܐ ܐ ܘܟܘܼܡܦܝܘܼܬܵܖܹ̈ ܝܟܼ ܬܹܠܹܦ̮ܘܿܢܹ̈ ܐ�ܲ

ܕ ܐܵܣܘܼܪܵܐ ܒܹܝܠ ܬܸܟܢܘܿܠܘܿܓ̰ܝܵܐ  ܝܬ ܚܕܵܐ ܙܵܒܸܛܘܼܬܵܐ ܕܐܝܼܬ ܚ�ܲ ܠ�ܲ
ܢ ܡܼܢ  ܗܡܵܐ ܡܼܢ ܟܢܘܼܫ̈ܝܵܬ�ܲ ܕ ܣ�ܲ ܐ ܝܼܗܘܵܘ ܚ�ܲ ܐ ܚܕܵܝܹ̈ ܘܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ. ܐَܢܵܫܹ̈

ܩܵܕَܡ ܕܦܵܠܛܵܐ ܗܘܵܐ ܬܸܟܢܘܿܠܘܿܓ̰ܝܵܐ. 
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ܒ̈ܪܹܐ ܐَܡܝܼܪܹܐ  ܒ̈ܪܹܐ ܐَܡܝܼܪܹܐ  ܝܼܢܵܐ ܚ�ܲ ܐ’’ ܝܼܢܵܐ ܚ�ܲ ܪܝܼܖܹ̈ ܐ ܠܵܐ ܫ�ܲ ܐܬܘܼܢܵܝܹ̈ ܪܝܼܖܹ̈ ܐ ܠܵܐ ܫ�ܲ ‘‘ܬܘܼܢܵܝܹ̈
ܝܬܘܼܬܵܐ. ܐ ܕܒ�ܲ ܕܵܡܹ̈ ܕܪܹܫܵܐ ܡܼܢ ܗ�ܲ ܝܬܘܼܬܵܐ.ܚ�ܲ ܐ ܕܒ�ܲ ܕܵܡܹ̈ ܕܪܹܫܵܐ ܡܼܢ ܗ�ܲ ܚ�ܲ

ܒܵܒ  ܠܚܘܿܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܝܼܠܵܗܿ ܒܣ�ܲ
D ܢ ܝܬܵܡܝܼܢ C ܝ�ܲ ܕܒܵܨܘܿܪܘܼܬܵܐ ܕܒܼܵ

ܐ ܘܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ.  ܝܬܵܡܝܼܢܹ̈ ܝܬ ܐܵܣܘܼܪܵܐ ܒܹܝܠ ܒܵܨܘܿܪܘܼܬܵܐ ܕܒܼܵ  ܠ�ܲ
 C ܝܬܵܡܝܼܢ ܒܼܪܵܘܟܼܘܿܢ ܣܢܝܼܩܵܐ ܝܠܹܗ ܠܒܼܵ ܢ ܢܸܓܵܪܵܢ ܝܬܘܿܢ ܕܫ�ܲ ܐܸ

ܡ ܐܵܣܝܵܘܟܼܘܿܢ.  ܡܙܸܡܘܼܢ ܥ�ܲ ܢ D، ܗ�ܲ ܝ�ܲ

ܫܪܵܪܵܐܫܪܵܪܵܐ ܪܝܼܪܬܵܐ  ܪܝܼܪܬܵܐܬܘܼܢܝܼܬܵܐ ܠܵܐ ܫ�ܲ ܬܘܼܢܝܼܬܵܐ ܠܵܐ ܫ�ܲ

ܐ  ܐ ܘܫܪܵܖܹ̈ ܪܝܼܖܹ̈ ܐ ܠܵܐ ܫ�ܲ ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ: ܬܘܼܢܵܝܹ̈

ܠ ܝܘܼܠܦܵܢܵܐ )ܥܸܠܡܵܐ(  ܐ ܝܢܵܐ ܥ�ܲ ܠ ܝܘܼܠܦܵܢܵܐ )ܥܸܠܡܵܐ(  ܒܸܢܝܹ̈ ܐ ܝܢܵܐ ܥ�ܲ ܐ’’ ܒܸܢܝܹ̈ ܐܫܪܵܖܹ̈  ‘ ‘ܫܪܵܖܹ̈
ܘܒܘܼܨܵܝܵܐ ܐܵܣܝܵܝܵܐ. ܘܒܘܼܨܵܝܵܐ ܐܵܣܝܵܝܵܐ. 

ܐ ܠܹܐ ܒܵܥܝܼ ܕܗܵܘܝܼ  ܐ ܚܕܵܝܹ̈ ܐَܢܵܫܹ̈
ܪܵܢܹܐ ܒܼ̈ ܠܗܘܿܢ ܚ�ܲ

ܘܘܼܝܵܬܹܐ ܕܟܹܐ  ܒ݂ܖ̈ܵ ܠܟܵܐ ܕܗܵܘܝܼ ܠܗܘܿܢ ܚ�ܲ ܐ ܒ�ܲ ܐ ܚܕܵܝܹ̈ ܐَܢܵܫܹ̈
ܐ. ܩܵܘܡܵܐ  ܐ ܕܠܹܐ ܝܢܵܐ ܚܕܵܝܹ̈ ܒܝܸܢܝܼ ܦܖ̈ܝܼܫܹܐ ܩܵܐ ܐَܢܵܫܹ̈ ܡ�ܲ

ܐ  ܘܸܪܝܼ ܠܗܘܿܢ ܡܗܝܼܪܘܼܝܵܬܹ̈ ܣܵܢܩܝܼ ܠܣܢܵܕܬܵܐ ܩܵܐ ܕܡܛ�ܲ
ܒܼܪܵܘܘܼܬܵܐ.  ܕܚ�ܲ

ܐ  ܐ ܚܕܵܝܹ̈ ܝܗܝ ܐَܢܵܫܹ̈ ܟܠ�ܲ
 )IQ( ܐܝܼܬܠܗܘܿܢ ܗܵܘܢܵܢܘܼܬܵܐ

ܪܵܒܵܐ ܟܘܼܦܬܵܐ.  

ܝܟܼ ܕܟܹܐ  ܚܠܸܦܵܐ ܐ�ܲ ܐ ܟܹܐ ܫ�ܲ ܐ ܚܕܵܝܹ̈ ܡܨܵܝܬܵܐ ܗܵܘܢܵܢܬܵܐ ܕܐَܢܵܫܹ̈
ܪ ܗܿܘ ܡܸܢܕܝܼ  ܢܹܐ. ܐܵܗܵܐ ܝܼܠܹܗ ܗ�ܲ ܝ̈ܗܝ ܐ݉ܚܖܹ̈ ܚܠܸܦܝܼ ܡܨܵܝܵܬ�ܲ ܫ�ܲ

ܐ.    ܐ ܕܠܹܐ ܝܢܵܐ ܚܕܵܝܹ̈ ܩܵܐ ܐَܢܵܫܹ̈

ܐ  ܐ ܚܕܵܝܹ̈ ܝܗܝ ܐَܢܵܫܹ̈ ܟܠ�ܲ
ܐ  ܐܝܼܬܠܗܘܿܢ ܡܗܝܼܪܘܼܝܵܬܹ̈

ܐ   ܕܝܼܠܵܢܵܝܹ̈

ܫܵܐ  ܐ ܕܣܢܵܕܬܵܐ، ܒܸܚܒܼܵ ܐ ܘܣܢܝܼܩܘܼܝܵܬܹ̈ ܝܠܹ̈ ܕ ܐَܢܵܫܵܐ ܐܝܼܬܠܹܗ ܚ�ܲ ܟܠܚ�ܲ
ܐ. ܐ ܕܠܹܐ ܝܢܵܐ ܚܕܵܝܹ̈ ܐ ܘܐܵܢܝܼ ܐَܢܵܫܹ̈ ܐ ܚܕܵܝܹ̈ ܐَܢܵܫܹ̈

ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܟܹܐ ܥܵܒܼܕܵܐ ܟܵܐܪ 
ܕ ‘ܣܸܕܪܵܐ’  ܠ ܚ�ܲ ܚܟ̰ܝܼ ܥ�ܲ ܐ�ܲ

ܐ  ܕܝܼܠܵܢܵܝܵܐ ܕܐَܢܵܫܹ̈

ܐ ܡܼܢ ܟܠ�ܲܝܗܝ   ܚܕܵܝܘܼܬܵܐ ܦܝܼܫܬܵܐ ܝܠܵܗܿ ܡܥܘܼܝܸܢܬܵܐ ܓܵܘ ܐَܢܵܫܹ̈
ܐ.  ܖ̈ܕܘܼܝܵܬܹܐ ܘܟܢܘܼܫܝܵܬܹ̈ ܐ ܕܫܵܘܬܵܦܘܼܬܵܐ ܘܓܵܘ ܟܠ�ܲܝܗܝ ܡ�ܲ ܗܡܹ̈ ܣ�ܲ
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Autism: Myths 
and Facts

Autism is a curse 
or punishment

Autism is caused  
by vaccinations

Autism is the fault of 
the mother or father

Autism is an epidemic

Autism is caused by too 
much technology such 
as phones and computers

Autism is not caused by a curse. Autism is a 
difference in a young person’s brain. People 
who are autistic can progress and develop with 
support and help.

Research studies have found no link between 
autism and vaccinations. Articles claiming there 
is a link have been proven wrong.

People are autistic due to multiple factors 
including genes and the environment, not 
because a parent has done something wrong.

Autism is not an epidemic, however the number 
of people being diagnosed with autism is 
increasing. Parents and doctors are more 
aware of autism and have more access to 
assessments for autism.

There is no evidence that there is a link 
between technology and autism. Autistic 
people were part of our communities before 
technology existed.

Fact

The ‘Myths’ are direct quotes 
 from family members.

The ‘Facts’ are based on science 
and medical research.

Go to positivepartnerships.com.au

Myth

The Positive Partnerships initiative is funded by the Australian Government Department of Education 
through the Helping Children with Autism Package. The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily 
represent the views of the Australian Government or the Australian Government Department of Education.



Autistic people may have friendships that look 
different to people who are not autistic. They 
may need support to develop friendship skills

Autism is caused by a 
lack of Vitamin C or D

Autistic people don’t 
want friends

Autistic people all have 
very low intelligence (IQ)

All autistic people 
have special skills

Autism affects only a 
certain ‘class’ of people

There is no link between a lack of vitamins 
and autism. If you are worried your child needs 
more vitamin c or d, talk to your doctor.

The intellectual ability of autistic people varies 
as does their other abilities. This is the same 
for people who are not autistic.

Everyone has strengths and support needs, 
including autistic people and those who are 
not autistic.

Autism is diagnosed in people from all parts 
of society and across all cultures and 
communities.

FactMyth

Autism: Myths and Facts

Go to positivepartnerships.com.au

The ‘Myths’ are direct quotes 
 from family members.

The ‘Facts’ are based on science 
and medical research.


